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As Chair of the Aboriginal Commission on Human Rights & Justice and President and Founder of the 
Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal Women, I wish to make the following points:

1. The Federal Government, all of the Provincial Governments and all of the Human Rights Commissions 
 in Canada have known of the deaths of the indigenous women for at least forty years and have failed to 
 take action on this national tragedy. 

2.  This awareness began with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s “Conspiracy of Silence”  
 depicting the murder of Helen Betty Osborne, a student, by four white men in The Pas Manitoba.

3. Despite the pleadings of many individual Indigenous women including myself and our  organizations 
 no action was taken by any government to address these murders, neither were the police or the courts 
 held accountable. 

4. Indeed many indigenous women continue to be blamed for their own demise by the non-indigenous  
 population as evidenced by 49 murders by serial killer Robert Picton in Vancouver B.C.

5. That the governments and Human Rights organizations have deliberately restricted funding to 
 Indigenous women’s organizations including our own, to enable us to protect our young girls and 
 women resulting in the documenting of 652 murdered or missing with the possibility of  thousands 
 more indigenous women due to inadequate police work. 

6. To counter the racism, prejudice and the hatred towards indigenous women the Institute for the  
 Advancement of Aboriginal Women has created the beautiful “Esquao Awards” to honour the strength 
 and beauty of almost 400 hundred Aboriginal women from 76 communities in Alberta. Our Social 
 Justice Awards held every two years has honoured non indigenous individuals such as Irene Khan 
	 Secretary	General	of	Amnesty	 International	and	police	officers	who	have	done	exemplary	work	 like 
	 RCMP	Officer	Robert	Urbanoski	who	solved	the	Helen	Betty	Osborne	murder	and	Edmonton	Police 
	 Officer,	Freeman	Taylor	who	solved	the	Joyce	Cardinal	murder.
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7.	 These	documents	illustrate	the	extent	to	which	Aboriginal/	Indigenous	women	are	targeted	not	only 
 by their murderers but by the Police forces who are hired and sworn to protect them. This lack of  
 protectionhas obviously been given some semblance of credibility by statements by Chiefs of Police but
  fullyignored and worse, fully implemented by governments in power as illustrated in the 
 withholding of food and nutrition to the indigenous children being held in the captivity of Residential 
 Schools. 

8. I did not  know that when we were asking, and  begging for stable funding Mr. Lord  then a Liberal 
 federal government bureaucrat originally from Lac St. Anne, stated in our meeting with him “They 
 like to keep you hungry.” This heartless attitude and refusal to adequately fund our organization or 
 any other Aboriginal women’s regional organization has lasted to this day October 22, 2013. The 
 Liberal Policy of not providing regional funding was fully and gloriously adopted by the 
 Conservative government. No amount of  presentations to Parliamentary Committees or Ministers 
 or anyone else resulted in any stable funding of any sort. Scarce resources, we were told were not 
 to be used to help the indigenous women. We had no Champion in the House of Commons, not even 
 Honourable Anne McLellan  Minister of  Justice was interested in changing anyone’s mind let alone 
 the Parliamentarians. At that time I wrote to the Prime Minister Jean Chretien and pointed out to 
 him that he had powerful women in his cabinet including Sheila Copps, Ethel Blondin-Andrews and a 
 couple more. To quote from the letter “apparently they are silent”. I met with Ethel, all to no avail. 
 I might as well be talking to the wall. There was absolutely no political will from either the federal or 
	 provincial	politicians	to	do	anything	but	let	our	women	die	and	wait	for	the	next	body	to	be	found.

9. When I received the Order of Canada in 2005. I informed my family that every minute of my time, three 
 minutes, was too valuable not to spend it on the deaths of the women. Ironically the Nigerian woman 
 read out in French, nine (9) pages just after I spoke, taking at least 20 minutes or more. To this day I 
 regret the short time I had been given to tell the world that our women were being brutalized, beaten 
 and murdered in a country which I perceived viewed them as “fodder.”

10. As recent as this May (2013) Mr. Blair Mason Chief Commissioner of the Alberta Human Rights 
 Commission stated to me “when I was a judge in the north I saw that the Aboriginal Women are the 
	 most	vulnerable.”		I	replied	“Yes,	Mr.	Mason,	that’s	why	we	find	their	bodies	thrown	in	a	ditch	or	their 
 remains are found in the bush.”

Interviews and commentary - Muriel Stanley Venne  C.M.,B.A.(Hon.)
Tel: 780-479-3634  Cell: 780-887-3115

Notes: The inquiry in to the death of Helen Betty Osborne is on the internet
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On Friday morning, October 11, 2013 we arrived at 
Ermineskin Band Junior High School Auditorium 

located in Hobbema 36 km from Edmonton. 
The sun was  shining when we left and promised 

to be an “Indian Summer” day with falling yellow 
leaves covering the ground. The previous afternoon 
we	were	given	a	briefing	on	protocol,	time	allocation	

and pointers on the Rapporteur’s mandate.
 

The gym was packed with leaders, both 
women and men from as far away as 

Saskatchewan and as close as the four 
Reserves located in Hobbema, now “Maskwacis” 

(Bear Hills). We were called fairly early and
given	a	full	five	minutes.

Three large display boards depicting the poster
used	by	Police	officers	and	distributed	by	the	
Saskatchewan Police College National Post 

February 19th, 2000; two guest columns written
by	Connie	Deiter-Buffalo	published	in	the	

Edmonton Journal; Article calling for a full 
investigation into the actions of the RCMP

towards Aboriginal people. 110 slayings... and
not one person charged.
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Muriel Stanley Venne, C.M., B.A.(Hon)
Edmonton, Alberta

As President and Founder of the Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal Women she works 

tirelessly  on  the  issues  confronting  Aboriginal  Women.  Muriel  along  with  Vice  President 

Marggo  Pariseau  created  the  Esquao  Awards,  a  province  wide  recognition  for  Aboriginal 

Women. This annual event has grown over the past several years to attract 800 people, bringing 

government, corporations and community together to honour the significant accomplishments 

of over 357 Aboriginal Women in 76 Alberta communities. 

Premier  Peter  Lougheed  appointed  her  as  one  of  the  first  seven  Alberta  Human  Rights 

Commissioners in 1973 serving for four years. Currently she chairs the Aboriginal Commission 

on Human Rights & Justice and was instrumental in producing “The Rights Path – Alberta” a  

holistic booklet produced to inform Aboriginal people of their human rights now in its third 

edition.

Muriel  received  The  Alberta  Human  Rights  Award  on  December  10th,  1998  on  the  25th 

Anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  Alberta  Human  Rights  Commission  and  the  50th 

Anniversary of the United Nations International Declaration of Human Rights.

She received the Queen’s Medal in 2002 and the National Aboriginal Achievement Award in 

2004 for her work in bringing Justice to the Aboriginal community. In 2005 she received the 

Order of Canada, the Governor General’s Commemorative Medal in honour of the Person’s 

Case and the Alberta Government Centennial Medal. Alberta Venture Magazine named her as 

one  of  the  2006  “50  most  influential  people  in  Alberta”.  In  November  2007  Canadian 

Ambassador McNee recognized her work at the United Nations citing her as a “Human Rights 

Defender pertaining to Aboriginal women, children and families”. On September 2008, she was 

elected Vice President of the Métis Nation of Alberta and in June 2010, Muriel received a 

Distinguished Citizen Honorary Bachelor of Arts Degree from Grant MacEwan University in 

Edmonton.  Recently, Muriel received the Queens Jubilee medal for her work to achieve social 

justice for Aboriginal women.   

1. (Esquao is the stylized version of the Cree word for woman) 1
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